Press release on ALAC project

Since April 1st, 2005 Azerbaijan chapter of the Transparency International, first among the CIS countries, is implementing a new project – ALAC (Advocacy and Legal Advice Center), with head office in Baku and a regional center in Ganja. 

The Project is being implemented under the grant extended by the American Bar Association Central Europe and Eurasia Law Initiative (ABA CEELI), United States Agency for International Development (USAID).
ALAC  project  is being  successfully implemented in the several Central and Eastern European  countries -  candidates to EU membership, where it  plays an active role and accelerates  the  combat against corruption of the state and ensures citizens’ participation in  this process. 

The goal of the ALAC project is “To provide citizens with the means to become actively involved in the fight against corruption in their societies.”
ALAC Project Mandate is to assist and give advice to the citizens – victims and witnesses of corruption. The project activities focus on the administrative and legal complaining procedures, as well as monitoring of the mechanisms of corruption from the point of view of the cases raised by citizens. 
The ALAC project objectives are to:

· assist citizen’s with free legal advice (telephone hotline and 2  centers – one in Baku and the other in Ganja) on how to report complaints in cases of misuse of public funds or in situations where a citizen is a victim of or aware of corruption; 

· enable citizens to take action against corruption through the provision of information and awareness raising campaigns; 

· use information gained by the centers to identify corruption issues within the country  

· design recommendations for the government based on diagnostics of the most corrupt spots of the public administration system.   

· advocate for change 
The project is implementing is 3 pillars: 
· legal advice

· education and information

· advocacy

On July 1 the ALAC will be open to accept citizens by Toll Free telephone 0 88 707 07 07(all incoming calls are free of charge) and after the content of the complaint is defined, citizens will be invited to come to the office for legal advice. (Jafar Jabbarli street 16, flat 7)    

The official presentation of the ALAC will take place on July 20 and its detailed program activity for Mass Media and Public. Relevant institutions will be informed soon about the details of this presentation event. 

Transparency International is open for all NGO’s willing to contribute to the building civil society and conducting the transparent, free and incorrupt society in Azerbaijan.
For more details please contact Elvira Kulahmedova, PR and media assistant 
email: elvira@transparency-az.org       

and Saida Souliemanova, ALAC project assistant, 

email: saida@transparency-az.org 
also by phone:  +994 12 418 11 09(tel)

  +994 12 499 20 38(tel/fax)

