Azeri MPs pass anti-corruption law 
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Baku, 13 January: The Milli Maclis [parliament] today passed the law "On combating corruption" with 106 votes in favour, three against, and one abstention. The document consists of four sections and 14 articles. After the second reading, a number of inconsiderable corrections were made to the bill that did not influence the essence of the document on the whole. 

The bill takes effect on 1 January 2005. The chairman of the parliament's standing commission on legal policy and state building, Ali Huseynov, said today that it was necessary in the year 2004 to prepare for declaring income, as well as develop and adopt regulations of a commission for combating corruption and form its personnel. 

MP Camil Hasanli [from the People's Front of Azerbaijan Party] slammed the approval of the law without amendments after the second reading. He believes that the document does not take into account proposals and remarks by legislators. Hasanli does not agree with the wording of the corruption bill which lacks the notion of bribery. The MP believes that the more perfect definition of corruption is given in the Council of Europe's Civil Law Convention on Corruption ratified by the Milli Maclis on 30 December 2003. 

Turan note: The approval of the bill "On combating corruption" is Azerbaijan's commitment to the Council of Europe. The draft law was approved in its first reading in December 2001. 

 

 

