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ARE AZERBAIJANI CONSCRIPTS DYING OF MALNUTRITION? 
Naval Captain Janmirza Mirzoev told journalists in Baku on 3 December that hundreds of servicemen in the Azerbaijani army suffer from malnutrition and that some have died as a result, Turan reported. Mirzoev also commented that Academician Zia Buniatov, whose February 1997 murder has not been solved, was in possession of documents proving embezzlement within the country's Defense Ministry at the time of his death. Those documents later vanished, Mirzoev claimed. LF RFE/RL Newsline 8 December 1998
Azerbaijan's Defense Ministry Under Scrutiny. Nor is YAP the only pillar of power in Azerbaijan that appears to be crumbling. President Aliev responded in mid-July to allegations that Defense Minister Safar Abiev has engaged in embezzlement by forming a state commission charged with investigating the ministry's financial activities, which was to submit its findings within one month. 

Detailed allegations of mismanagement and corruption within the Defense Ministry were made last year by Djanmirza Mirzoev, a former instructor at the Baku Higher Naval Academy whom Abiev had demoted and fired. The two men had been at odds since 1995, when Mirzoev rejected a demand by Abiev to remit a $1 million payment for the training in Azerbaijan of foreign students to the Defense Ministry. Mirzoev insisted that the money should be paid to the state budget. Since that time, Mirzoev said, he has been systematically hounded by Abiev. 

Speaking at a press conference in Baku in early December, Mirzoev detailed instances of corruption within the ministry, including a scam in which the Defense Ministry falsified documentation pertaining to the purchase of food supplies from the Ministry of Trade, skimming off the difference between the actual and the alleged price. Mirzoev also claimed that servicemen had died of starvation, including some whose cause of death was given as frostbite. 

Further accusations against Abiev surfaced last month. In an article published in the independent newspaper "Azadlyq," former Azerbaijani Deputy Defense Minister Ayaz Mamedov, who fled to Russia in 1995 to escape being brought to trial on charges of embezzlement, accused Abiev of embezzlement and of "destroying" the Azerbaijani officer corps. In a rebuttal of those charges, current Deputy Defense Minister Mehman Salimov accused Ayaz Mamedov of cooperating with Russian intelligence and having inflicted considerable financial damage on the country's armed forces (how is not clear.) Salimov added that he believes Mamedov has support from forces which oppose Azerbaijan's current unambiguously pro-western and pro-NATO orientation. 

On 13 July, less than one week after the "Azadlyq" article was published, President Aliev decreed the creation of a commission to investigate the work of the Defense Ministry and report its findings within one month. (Prosecutor-General Eldar Hasanov and Finance Minister Fikret Yusifov, both of whom had also alleged corruption within the Defense Ministry, had been agitating for such an investigation for some time.) "Azadlyq" reported in early August that the preliminary findings of the commission did not contain any incriminating materials, to the displeasure of the president who instructed the commission to review its findings. 

In late July, Abiev had expressed his confidence that the commission would fail to unearth any materials that would reflect badly on his ministry, affirming that "our affairs are in order." But at the same time, he approached Mirzoev and tried to persuade him publicly to retract his allegations of corruption and mismanagement and to divulge on whose orders he had made them. "Zerkalo" noted on 3 August that the state oil company SOCAR and numerous enterprises subordinate to the Ministry of Light Industry are unable to pay salaries to their employees because the Ministry of Defense declines to repay its debts to them. The 1999 state budget allocates a total of $97.2 million to the Defense Ministry. 

Meanwhile, Abiev on 25 July fired Salimov for "serious errors." In an interview in the independent newspaper "Hurriyet" the previous day, Salimov had named the chief of general staff Najmeddin Sadyhov, who is Abiev's first deputy, as the "patron" of a group of Defense Ministry officials openly critical of Abiev. Salimov further accused Sadyhov of opposing Azerbaijan's policy of pursuing closer relations with NATO, and of aspiring to succeed Abiev as defense minister should the ongoing investigation culminate in the latter's dismissal for financial malpractice. (Liz Fuller) "RFE/RL Caucasus Report," Vol. 2, No. 34, 26 August 1999

AZERBAIJAN MILITARY OFFICIAL ARRESTED 
Djanmirza Mirzoev, a former instructor at the Baku Higher Naval Academy who incurred the wrath of Defense Minister Safar Abiev for his disclosures of corrupt practices and dissenting views within that ministry, was arrested on 10 October, Turan reported the following day quoting "Yeni Musavat" (see "RFE/RL Caucasus Report," Vol. 2, No. 34, 26 August 1999). It is not clear what crime Mirzoev has been charged with. LF  ("RFE/RL Newsline," 12 OCTOBER 1999)
AZERBAIJANI CORRUPTION WHISTLE-BLOWER ACCUSED OF MURDER 
Naval officer Djanmirza Mirzoev, who was dismissed after publicizing corruption within the Azerbaijani Defense Ministry (see "RFE/RL Caucasus Report," Vol. 2, No. 34, 26 August 1999), has been arrested and charged with the murder in April 1994 of the head of the country's Naval College, Turan reported on 6 December. Mirzoev sought unsuccessfully to register as a candidate for the November parliamentary elections. Over the past five years, he has been held in detention for questioning for a total of nine months; sympathizers have formed a committee to protect his rights. LF ("RFE/RL Newsline," 7 December 2000)

CLOSED TRIAL OF ANTICORRUPTION WHISTLE-BLOWER BEGINS IN AZERBAIJAN 
The trial began on 22 June in Baku's Bailov jail of former naval Captain Djanmirza Mirzoev, Turan reported. Mirzoev was arrested in November 2000 on what many believe are fabricated charges of instigating the murder in 1993 of Naval Academy Director Eduard Huseinov. He had been dismissed two years earlier after implicating Defense Minister Colonel General Safar Abiev in corruption (see "RFE/RL Caucasus Report," Vol. 2, No. 34, 26 August 1999). Members of the committee created to protect Mirzoev's rights told a press conference in Baku on 22 June that his trial should be public. They noted that Dutch and Norwegian diplomats have been refused permission to attend. LF ("RFE/RL Newsline," 25 June 2001 )
FORMER AZERBAIJANI NAVAL CAPTAIN ON TRIAL 
The trial began on 19 July in Baku's Bailov jail of former naval Captain Djanmirza Mirzoev on several charges of instigation to murder, Turan reported. Among the deaths he is accused of plotting is that in 1994 of Nakhichevan parliament speaker Afiyatdin Djalilov, who is believed to have been President Heidar Aliev's illegitimate son. Mirzoev denies the charges against him, which he says were brought in retaliation for his campaign to make public corruption within the Defense Ministry.

 ("RFE/RL Newsline," 20 July 2001 )

AZERBAIJANI PROSECUTOR DEMANDS 11-YEAR SENTENCE FOR MILITARY CORRUPTION WHISTLE-BLOWER 
Prosecutor Elsevar Abdullaev demanded on 16 October that former naval Captain Djanmirza Mirzoev be sentenced to 11 years imprisonment for his alleged role in the April 1993 murder of the director of the Baku Naval College, Eduard Huseinov, Turan reported. Abdullaev also asked the court to base its verdict not on evidence given during Mirzoev's trial by his codefendant Aliyusif Tairov, but on Tairov's testimony during the pretrial investigation. Tairov said during that investigation that he had overheard conversations between Mirzoev and former Interior Ministry special troops commander Rovshan Djavadov that led him to believe that the two men were planning to murder Huseinov, but retracted that testimony during the trial. Mirzoev has been repeatedly detained and harassed in recent years for his efforts to publicize corruption within the Defense Ministry. He was arrested and charged with Huseinov's murder in November 2000 (see "RFE/RL Caucasus Report," Vol. 2, No. 34, 26 August 1999 and "RFE/RL Newsline," 7 December 2000). LF ("RFE/RL Newsline," 17 October 2001)
MILITARY CORRUPTION WHISTLE-BLOWER SENTENCED. Former naval Captain Djanmirza Mirzoev, who has been subject to repeated harassment in recent years for his efforts to publicize corruption within the Azerbaijani Defense Ministry, was sentenced on 5 November to eight years imprisonment on charges of arranging the murder in 1993 of Rear Admiral Eduard Huseinov, Turan reported. The court rejected all evidence presented by Mirzoev during the trial. ("RFE/RL Newsline," 6 November) Uncivil societies RFEL 7 November 2001, Volume  2, Number  44
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